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INTRODUCTION

This Northern Thai dictionary is a revised edition of the "Central - Northern Thai Dictionary™ developed

in 1981. The revision was based on the feedback we received from the Peace Corps volunteers who used the
first edition

Both format and ccntent of the first edition have been changed: for one thing. the script is larger. An
English column has been added and each entry starts with Northern Thai instead of Central Thai. So. on each

page. there are four columns the Northern Thai word. the Central Thai equivalent. the English equivalent.
and sample usages

in the first edition. the words were based almast entirely on words from the Silent Way charts. [n the revised
editon. those Northern Thai words which have the same sounds an : meaning as Central Thar words have
not been included In addition some nouns and other high frequency words have been added. The most
common words are marked with two astensks ** *" Many of these words carry meaning in a sentence. such as
“who”. "why” and “or”. The next most cornmonly used group of words are marked with one asterisk “*"
Those words may be sufficient for many PCV's working and living in situations where people speak mainly
Central Thai. Those words without an asterisk include many nouns. verbs. adjectives and adverbs used for
specific ideas. such as the words for "market”. “sour”. etc. The last grouping of words are less - used and
printed in the example sentences without any translation You may ask your friends or tutor to help explain
these words to you.

These new words came from several different sources. One source was an article called. "An Introduction
to the Study of Spoken Northern Thai”, by Hope Purnell and Sukantha. It explains the similarities and dif-
ferences between Central and Northern Thai. usage in different social situations. and methods and resources
for learning Northern Thai. Other words are from the Peace Corps’ Basic Reading Preview. The writers also
used their own judgement as to additional high frequency words used in everyday conversation.

The writers were aware that there are varations from province to province. It is the purpose of this edition
to cover some of these variations so that this dictionary will be more applicable to users in different provinces
However. it is recommended that you study this dictionary with a friend or tutor especially on how a certain
word is used in different sentences with different meanings. along with its pronunciation.

Since the old Northern alphabet is rarely used now, the Central Thai alphabet and tone rules have been
used to represent Northern Thai sounds. Tone markers are used in some words for which there is no precedent
 Central Thai in order to represent the tones in this dialect. For example: i@ (to represent high-high tones)
anc w817 1o represent rising-rising tones).

This dictionary would not have been possible without the help of many people. We v ~ld like to thank
‘he ‘ollowing people for writing. editing, proofreading and offering suggestions:

Aj. Nisa Attanandana Aj Maneewan Tumsorn
Aj. Supapern Chansiriyothin Robert Vryheid

Phanarai Hoyeephur Aj. Amphon  Sayoopua
Aj. Uthai Kaewkhao Peter Coombs

Michael Honegger

\We hope that this improved second edition of the Northern Dictionary helps you learn the Northern
Zale it And we would appreciate any suggestions or feedback for further improvements to this dictionary

May 27, 1986
Training Office
Peace Corps/Thailand
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to fear
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the end of a sentence
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1. to pick up, collect
2. to keep

to be saity

ever,
used to
10 be obstructive,

to be in the way of

half

to shield from the sun

to be born

to happer

to give birth

to block
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to spread out

a lot, very

village headman
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to be far
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1o be late
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teeth
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to be angry
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thing
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abbot
cottage

10 tear down
10 open

10 press

to put on top of

a particie used to
mark an exhortation

or a command

to measure

to pose

cif. for a given quantity,
often best rendered by
‘umes, - fold”’

to be equal

how much, how many

only that, just that
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continuously,

on and on

to break, destroy

paddy field

to flatter, wheedle

bag

to pour

peanut

mung bean

to wait

in that case

in this case
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prevent hunger

to arrive
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pointed objects

e.g. knives, axes

to taper

to shift shghtiy
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probably, will, may be

to spread on, to smear

to plane

u

to be mushy
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end of a sentence 10
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manry, mucn
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make an utterance

gentle
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t0 argue over,

put it up to other person

to think

one
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gentle

to melt

not
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prooaoly
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to ndicate a mild

quesuon

tomato

at present

coconut

young man,

adolescent boy

just a moment

10 cut, spht
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10 take down

to mix

1o be enough

just then, exactly
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father

man, male

1 stepfather

2  male milignaire

grandfather
space, cavity
to meet, see
to find out

very, a lot

Well !

to blow

to strike a match

1. thousand
2. to wrap around

to roll (cigarette)
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WAN, NANNAL

1. Wiy

2. Han

{C snare

elab colog. nigniy,

extremely

to bring along

fisn

10 cut

to evacuate

to apply, spread
sign, poster

more than, just over

to go back

to turn over

10 be blown

older brother

older sister

little used with the
first name of an

older person
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'Drlother-.n-law
sister-in-law
brother-r-law
sister-ir-law
vear

flower cluster of

the banana tree

to be foolish

10 blow

1o flutter
to open, prise

floor

the space under
a Thai house
cigarette

to be torn
hermaphrodite

to plant
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10 shout

10 yell at
to belch
10 shout

10 SICD raning

10 travel

utie placed before the

name of a boy or a man

5]
to be untidy
to water

to pour water on

to fight

to place beneath
furrow

to utter charactenstc
cries
to call

10 arrive

to be hot

trace, mark
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10 Inrcw

10 love

to te

there, over there

10 recene

10 ieak

fence

fish preserved with salt

to vomit

trough

to divorce
store, shop
10 be naughty

to be bad

1o expose to ramn

to talk at length

to talk repeatedly
and at length

nose

10 know
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139%N
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Tsaleu

10 be conscious

1o feel

to draw

picture

10 go around

10 be scattered ail over

to learn, study

house

funeral

cit. for buildings whose
names have “134” as

their first element
police-station

hospital
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